
 
Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 
Group for the Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach 
Berlin, Germany, 16-17 April 2018 
 

GEAR 18-2018 

 

 

 Page 1 of 22  
 

Document title Extracts from meetings of relevance for the Gear Group 
Code 2-3 
Category INF 
Agenda Item 2 – Matters arising from other meetings of relevance to GEAR 
Submission date 4.4.2018 
Submitted by Secretariat 
Reference  

Background 
This document contains extracts from relevant HELCOM meetings held since the last meeting of the Gear 
Group. 

1. HOLAS II 8-2017, 28 November 2017, Helsinki, Finland 
2. HOD 53-2017, 12-13 December 2017, Helsinki, Finland 
3. STATE & CONSERVATION 7E-2018, 16 February 2018 
4. Regional Workshop to Facilitate the Description of Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine 

Areas in the Baltic Sea, 19-24 February 2018, Helsinki, Finland. The Outcome of the Workshop was 
presented to HELCOM 39-2018 (document 3-10).  

5. HELCOM 39-2018, 5 March 2018, Brussels, Belgium 
6. HELCOM MINISTERIAL 2018, 6 March 2018, Brussels, Belgium 
7. EN ESA 1-2018, 14 March 2018, Helsinki, Finland 

Please note that the outcome of the Ministerial Meeting is submitted as additional document to the Meeting.  

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information. 

 

  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOLAS%20II%208-2017-491/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2053-2017-465/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%207E-2018-515/default.aspx
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/EBSAWS-2018-01
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/EBSAWS-2018-01
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%2039-2018-504/MeetingDocuments/3-10%20Regional%20Baltic%20EBSA%20Workshop.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%2039-2018-504/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20MINISTERIAL%202018-507/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/EN%20ESA%201-2018-538/default.aspx
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Extracts from meetings of relevance for the Gear Group 
HOLAS II 8-2017 

Matters arising from other meetings of relevance to HOLAS II  

- took note of the information on the EBSA workshop as contained in document 2-2 and agreed to further 
consider the input of the EBSA workshop to the HOLAS II report in view of its outcome. 

- was of the view that the BONUS program output [document 2-3] can provide useful support for 
implementing existing commitments and in further policy development at national and regional level, 
and that the BONUS work aligns well with HELCOM work and supported that the BONUS project results 
can be useful to inform the conclusions chapter in the HOLAS II report.  

Timeline and state of development of HOLAS II reports, materials and web products 

- took note of the information on the planned update process of the State of the Baltic Sea report to be 
used as basis for the more detailed planning of the project activities (document 3-1, Presentation 2).  

- noted that, in relation to the ecosystem component maps for the BSII, the layers for seal distribution 
have been updated by the HELCOM SEAL experts and that work on similar map layers for harbor porpoise 
is currently being explored. Updated data for the layer on habitat-forming species have been received 
from the Åland Islands, Finland and Sweden and data used in the previous red list assessment will be 
used for Russian waters.  

- noted that the intention is for the updates to the summary and supplementary reports, including the 
chapter on ‘conclusions and future outlook’, to be sent for partial review by the HOLAS II Core team 
between the 12 March and 9 April and any subsequent changes will be reviewed by State and 
Conservation between 23 April and 8 May. 

- discussed how the supplementary reports should be developed further, and where possible taking into 
account the input received from the expert networks and agreed to follow the line as proposed in 
document 3-2. 

- noted that due to the relatively large number of comments received from national experts on the 
supplementary report on eutrophication, it is the intention for the upcoming Workshop on Validating the 
Results of the Integrated Assessment on Eutrophication (19 March 2018) to also have the opportunity to 
review the proposed changes to this report. 

- took note of the information on the content and organization of the regional consultation of the State of 
the Baltic Sea, June 2017 as contained in document 3-3.  

- took note of the current situation on the reporting of data required for updating the core indicators, as 
well as changes to some assessment units as contained in document 3-4. 

- took note of the Swedish wish to ensure that full Swedish data on hazardous substances were included.  

- took note of the information that the Finnish data for the zooplankton indicator is being included in 
HOLAS II (via indicator co-leads), although not yet included in the ICES database.  

- noted that Poland are ready to provide threshold values for the indicator on zooplankton for the Gdansk 
basin for inclusion in the update of the State of the Baltic Sea report, and will consider this issue further 
together with the Secretariat.  

- took note of information on the HELCOM indicators used in the State of the Baltic Sea report as listed in 
document 3-5 (including core indicators and indicators agreed to be used as test). 

- took note of the information that the HELCOM indicator for Diclofenac had been endorsed by State and 
Conservation and PRESSURE for inclusion in HOLAS II as a pre-core indicator to be used in a descriptive 
approach. 
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- took note of the information that the Seasonal succession of functional phytoplankton groups HELCOM 
indicator was currently being updated and could be included in HOLAS II, dependent on the decision of 
State and Conservation. 

- noted that the indicators currently included for testing in HOLAS II have not been subject to further 
development work since the publication of the first version and these indicators are foreseen to be 
included for test purposes also in the updated version.  

- welcomed the information that work is being conducted bilaterally by Finland and Sweden to solve the 
outstanding issues regarding the indicators on reproductive and nutritional status of seals, with the 
intention that they will be included in the update of the State of the Baltic Sea report. 

- welcomed the update of the section within the summary report outlining the indicators used in the 
report (Current Box 1-3 of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ summary report) (document 3-4, attachment 2). 

Integrated assessments in the 2018 update 

General 

- discussed the possibility of including threshold values for all HELCOM core indicators as either tables or 
annexes to the respective supplementary reports, and agreed to include such information for 
documentation and transparency reasons in the supplementary reports. 

- noted the views by Sweden that there is a need to cross check all the results in the indicators reports, 
supplementary reports, HELCOM Map and Data Services (MADS) and in the HOLAS II report for 
consistency.  

- agreed to implement all corrections in the updated versions to be published in June 2018 and which will 
be available for the review process by the timeline outlined in document 3-1. 

- agreed that, where possible, the structure, layout and type of information provided in the different 
supplementary reports should be comparable so that the reports are uniform in their appearance and 
function. 

Integrated Assessment of Eutrophication 

- took note of a first draft of the revisions to the section on eutrophication in the summary report, based 
on planned updates as outlined by HOD-52 (document 3-1) and on feedback on the supplementary report 
so far (document 4-1 and Presentation 4). 

- considered the possibility to include a follow-up on country allocated reduction targets (CART), and 
agreed that the CART results will not be included in the summary or the supplementary report, but that 
they should be referred as being published in other HELCOM reports.  

- agreed to present and improve the figures showing changes over time with regards to eutrophication as 
follows: 

• updated data shown for the sub-basins of the HOLAS assessment (instead of Targrev sub-basins),  

• information added on the significance of the trends, assessed for an interval of years that can be 
compared for many of the eutrophication indicators: 1990-2016,  

• add time-series data for the Cyanobacterial bloom index, 

• MAI information will be included in the nutrient loading graphs. 

- supported the proposal to revise the text, supported by experts, to describe shortly the possible influence 
of major saline inflows, release of phosphorus from the sediments in anoxic conditions, and precipitation 
on variability in nutrient concentrations. 

- noted the need to correct the HEAT script with regard to C3 (indirect effects) as this gives incorrect results 
for Åland Sea, Bothnian Sea, and the Bothnian Bay, and agreed that the eutrophication assessment for 
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the Åland Sea, Bothnian Sea, the Quark or the Bothnian Bay should not include the oxygen debt indicator. 
A request for the script to be corrected has been sent to ICES.  

- noted that the calculation of proportion of eutrophied area numbers are wrong for German waters, and 
agreed to correct this section for the update of HOLAS II, as well as to cross-check values for other 
countries. 

- discussed whether it would be appropriate to show core indicator assessment results with indication of 
their distance to the threshold value for eutrophication, hazardous substances and biodiversity core 
indicators used in the integrated assessments, and agreed that this is not feasible at this time due to time 
constraints and the complexity of the issue, but that it should be further considered in future HELCOM 
assessment work.  

- discussed the proposal to change the visual layout for trend graphs on indicators in all parts of the report 
to, as far as data allows: (i) to show the indicator threshold value as a horizontal line over years 2011-
2016, (ii) to show an indication if there is an increasing or decreasing trend over time based on a statistical 
test. The meeting proposed that the statistical assessment result should be clarified in a transparent way 
in connection to the graph but without compromising the clarity of the presentation, for example by 
including the p-value inside the graph and an explanation to the method close to graph, as found suitable. 

- With respect to the draft revised section on eutrophication (document 4-1) the Meeting agreed that 
Figure 4.1.1 could be given increased emphasis in the textual interpretation. Regarding Figure 4.1.3, the 
Meeting emphasized that a text information should be added to the map legend in addition to the 
numerical values, to explain the class ranges and clarify that values in the upper range correspond to 
more deteriorated status in the case of eutrophication assessment. A similar legend improvement should 
also be added to the integrated assessments of biodiversity.  

Integrated Assessment of Hazardous Substances 

- noted the plans to update and improve the hazardous substances assessment (document 4-2 and 
Presentation 5), and welcomed that the data extraction table has been finalised. 

- noted that in relation to the use of the ‘initial data’ (covering one or two year) or the ‘full data’ (minimum 
three year data set) for the hazardous substance assessment, the EN-HZ propose to apply an estimated 
95% upper confidence limit to the ‘initial data’ based on data from the ‘full data’-station with the highest 
uncertainty, as a way to allow for ‘initial data’ to be used in the status assessment made on a level 4 
scale.The Meeting agreed with the proposal by EN-HZ , noted the information that the implementation 
of this proposal is currently being explored at ICES by EN-HZ members and an OSPAR developer of the 
analytical tool.  

- further recommended that the aim should be to incorporate as much data as possible. Should the 
proposed method not work, e.g. for sediments, an alternative method would be needed for those specific 
cases. Reverting to the method used in the first version should be used as a final resort. 

- expressed that there is a need to further elaborate and clarify the explanations in the supplementary 
report on hazardous substances regarding the confidence assessment, and noted that it is included in 
the list of issues to clarify further in the revision process. 

Integrated Assessment of Biodiversity 

- noted the status of the updates and improvement of the biodiversity assessment (Presentation 6).  

- noted that the possibility of developing a seasonal phytoplankton indicator is under consideration, and 
further noted that assessment results for the sea bird indicators are going to be available also at level 2, 
although level 1 will continue to be the basis for the status assessment.  

- requested that text on the seasonal phytoplankton indicator (descriptive assessment) be prepared and 
provided for consideration by State and Conservation 8-2018 for inclusion in the updated summary and 
supplementary reports, under the condition that the indicator is endorsed and agreed on.  
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- noted further recommendations are under preparation by experts on changes to the map on harbor 
porpoise distribution, including potentially a proposed re-naming of the classes/terms used to define 
occurrence and reproduction. 

Further development of the Baltic Sea Impact Index 

- took note of the information on possible improvements and fine-tuning to the Baltic Sea Impact Index 
(BSII) and its underlying pressure layers and ecosystem component layers (document 5-1 and 
Presentation 8).  

- recalled the previous agreement to use the sum impact method as the calculation method of the Baltic 
Sea Impact index.  

- agreed to as part of the method description in the supplementary report include a comparison of the 
sum and mean impact calculations, in order to form a motivation for the applied approach of using the 
‘sum impact’, and its implications. Potentially, difference between the two approaches could be shown 
in text and if needed illustrated by a spatially limited map, provided that these are presented in such a 
way that they are not understood as assessment results. 

- discussed the possibility to, if time allows, further explore the link between sectors and their impacts, 
and recommended that the planned workshop to review the BSII assessment results should further 
explore the feasibility and quality aspects of such theme-wise assessments.  

- discussed the possibility to present the map results of the BSII assessment as classes, rather than as 
continuous data, as this would enable evaluation of the size or proportion of areas which are affected by 
a certain level of impact, and agreed that it is too late in the process to include such a change.  

- agreed not to consider any further changes to the BSII sensitivity scores in HOLAS II.  

- considered the possibility to include results from the HASPS II project regarding calculation of the relative 
contribution of different human activities data sets to the cumulative impact, as this aspect is planned to 
be evaluated by HASPS in early spring 2018, and agreed to consider if they could be used when the 
information is available.  

- welcomed the work to inspect all datasets for the need for corrections with regards to accuracy close to 
the shoreline, and recommended that it in each case should be mentioned in the spatial data fact sheet 
if such corrections have been applied. 

- agreed to the proposal to further develop the color scheme of the BSPI, BSII maps, and the maps of 
seafloor loss and disturbance as displayed in current chapter 4.7. The Meeting agreed on the need to 
distinguish ‘zero’ values from ‘no data’ in the seafloor loss and disturbance map.  

- welcomed the ongoing work to further develop and fine-tune selected human activity/pressure layers, 
including planned data updates in order to include 2016 data for some of the layers, and noted that the 
revised maps will be open for review prior to inclusion (document 5-1). 

- noted that the data layers for fishing intensity and extraction of fish will be updated with 2016 data but 
that the geographical resolution will remain the same. 

- considered the foreseen implication of the planned data revisions on the assessment of seabed loss and 
disturbance (chapter 4.7) in the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report, and the proposed process to develop the 
supplementary report (document 5-2).  

- noted that no results in support of the seafloor and habitat assessment are foreseen from the SPICE 
project in time for the HOLAS II updating process.  

- noted that the suggested method to update the data layer on dredging will be further developed by EN-
DREDGE at their next meeting. 

- noted the information that Finland is working on the update of the leisure boating layer at the Baltic Sea 
level to correct for an overestimation of the spatial extent of the previous version.  
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- agreed to not proceed with the preparation of a separate supplementary report on seabed loss and 
disturbance, but that information regarding this issue will be added to the supplementary report on the 
BSPI and BSII. 

- noted the information on the process of developing weighting values of aggregated pressure layers for 
use in the BSII index (document 5-3), and that a workshop to agree on weighting factors for use in HOLAS 
II is to be held on 7 December 2017. 

- was of the opinion that the first hand option, instead of weighting the data layers, is to work on improving 
them, for example by investigating the possibility to adjust the layers directly in relation to the maximum 
intensity present in the data set, and that in the case that weighting factors are included it is important 
that these are expressed and motivated in a transparent and systematic way. 

- advised that care should be taken to restrict the application of weighing factors to the need for 
adjustments in relation to data issues or existing pressure intensities, and not to include aspects of 
species sensitivities in this process. 

Further development of the economic and social analysis 

- took note of the HELCOM work on the economic and social analyses as contained in document 6-1 and 
Presentation 7. The Meeting noted that several of the results of the SPICE project on this topic are timely 
and potentially suitable for inclusion in the update of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report in the summer 
2018. 

- welcomed the proposed additions of information on ecosystem services, noting that current information 
contained in the report will remain. 

- noted the business-as-usual (BAU) scenario could be included in the HOLAS II report in the form of 
proposed/potential approaches for a regional BAU, with the aim to introduce this concept and its 
potential benefits to future HELCOM work. This could for example be achieved by including a short note 
on this in the chapter on conclusions and future outlook, noting that the actual work to provide such 
scenarios is extensive and transdisciplinary.  

- noted that a national data call to support the ESA work is planned for February –March 2018 aiming at 
expanding the number of activities and/or datasets available for the use of marine waters analysis as well 
as additional degradation themes and/or ecosystem services for the cost of degradation analysis and was 
of the opinion that such a data call needs to be well specified and focused. 

Other updates and improvements to the report  

- considered the first draft version of the chapter on conclusions and future outlook to be amended to the 
updated report (document 7-1) and concluded that it provides a good basis for further development. 
The Meeting was of the opinion that the chapter should focus on a good narrative. The Meeting agreed 
to provide written comments to the draft based on work in small sub-groups during the Meeting (Annex 
2), in addition the general comments discussed in plenum, as follows: 

• Topics as well as space allocation are good, although some fine-tuning may be needed (see also 
Annex 2), 

• Make sure to underpin messages in the draft Ministerial Declarations in the chapter, 

• Keep the evaluation of lessons learned as is and at a general level. Helicopter view, 

• working titles of sections are preferably replaces by message containing titles in the end version, 

• The currently outlined scope on what is the next page for HELCOM is generally appropriate, 

• Important to have a fluent narrative of the text in the end, recognizing that certain text parts may 
be shifted in the end in order to achieve this, 
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• The section on looking into the past and future is an important section: salinity changes, 
temperature, ice cover, how has this affected the environment and how can it potentially affect in 
the future. In this chapter this aspect could even be more interesting than the status summary, 

• Address how far we are from good status ( if environmental objectives are likely to be reached), 

• Not emphasize indicators and data gaps in this section but could recall that HELCOM is well of in 
this development and work is ongoing. We could reflect on that we have the core indicators and 
that they are the core, 

• Not give too much weight to the “evaluate the assessment” part, and to focus on positive 
examples, 

• The relevance of the last section on “next page for HELCOM” is currently unclear, 

• Give priorities on what are the most important results /pressure to guide priorities for 
management (currently the assessment gives equal emphasis to all results in each of the HOLAS II 
chapters), 

• Reflect on identified main pressures, how long it will take for them to recover - do we need any 
new measures and reflect on what have we done so far, 

• The part where reflect on why status has not been reached should also mention that we need 
more measures for some aspects, that we do not have measures for all aspects yet. Due to 
knowledge gaps status assessment is not complete. The scope for the first section should shift 
focus towards a summary integrative view on the results, 

• Reflection on how important different pressures are in relation to each other should be added 
already in the first section, 

• Add a text on where are we with the resilience of the Baltic Sea, 

• Reflect on the role of indicators that they should respond to changes in a pressure, 

• Relate the present results to the past and the future section: this section can be of more relevance 
than the summary section; to split this section in two, one for the past and the other one for the 
future. 

- noted that a process to reflect on lessons learnt is being elaborated by the GEAR group and that this was 
discussed at GEAR 17-2017. The evaluation is intended to take place concomitant with the finalization of 
the updated State of the Baltic Sea report. 

- requested the Secretariat to draft the text further, considering the comments from the Meeting by 12 
March 2018. The HOLAS II Core Team will review the draft by 23 April 2018, aiming for approval of the 
report content at State& Conservation 8-2018. The core team will be invited to provide interim 
comments to the draft chapter in development during February 2018, over a shared document at a 
workspace  

- agreed to base the evaluation of status of fish stocks on the average information for years 2011-2016 in 
the updated version of the State of the Baltic Sea report, following the approach agreed on for the first 
version, to provide results which are more compatible with those provided under other topics in the 
report.  

- noted that in relation to the assessed stocks both methodologies, the Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) 
and the Precautionary Approach (PA) and related MSY proxies, are included in the overview but only MSY 
stocks (ICES category 1 and 2) are included in the evaluation of status.  

- noted the comment by Poland that the two methods have different confidence levels and concluded that 
this should to be reflected when the results are presented together (as in table 4.6.1) [of document 7-2]. 

- recommended the Secretariat to look into the possibility to additionally include ICES assessment results 
for salmon, sea trout and eel, in relation to the assessment of status of commercial fish stocks.  
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- agreed to include trend information for additional stocks. 

- noted how bird hunting is presented in the first version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report and the 
need to provide more coherent quantitative information among countries (document 7-3). The Meeting 
welcomed that data on bird hunting for 2011-2016 have been provided by Denmark, Estonia, and 
Sweden, and that Finland promised to provide new data to the Secretariat (lena.bergstrom@helcom.fi) 
using the template included in Annex 1 to document 7-3.  

- recommended that the figures in the table to present bird hunting statistics is rounded up in coherent 
way for the whole table data are to be provided. 

- considered the proposed changes to the section on assessment of underwater sound in the ‘State of the 
Baltic Sea report, June 2017’ which address the comments to the current version provided by Estonia, 
Germany and Poland (document 7-4). 

- provided the following comments in relation to the revisions proposed by the EN-Noise to further 
improve the section on assessment of underwater sound: 

• Revise the text to make it more informative regarding the interpretation of the results, 

• Figure 4.4.1. Soundscape maps in the Baltic Sea: include information in the text to relate to the 
proposed maps (e.g. if maps of both data for 5 and 50 percentile levels are included, add motivation 
and interpretation). Look into how the visual appearance of the maps can be simplified in terms of 
layout, 

• Table on impulsive events as reported to the regional registry: further data are envisaged from 
Poland and Sweden. Include in the text that there remains differences in reporting of envents 
between Contracting Parties. E.g. the value 0 has different meanings for Denmark (no data collection) 
and Germany (events below threshold values are not reported). Annotate the table as needed to 
clarify this. Revise information in the table based on further information from Denmark and 
Germany, 

• Figure 4.4.2. Auditory range of some marine species present in the Baltic Sea and sound frequencies 
generated by human activities: the figure is appropriate for use in the updated report, 

• Figure 4.4.3. Example of how spatial information of the noise distribution in the Baltic Sea can be 
overlaid with noise sensitive areas derived from biological data on noise sensitive species so far 
identified: to substitute ‘noise distribution’ by ‘sound distribution’ in the caption. The harbor 
porpoise experts to check the information on distribution of harbor porpoise across MPAs in the 
Bothnian Sea.  

- welcomed the three reports on marine litter developed in the frame of Theme 2 of the SPICE project with 
the support and guidance of the HELCOM Expert Network on Marine Litter (document 7-5 and 
Presentation 10) and noted that the results of the Theme 2 of the finalized SPICE project are planned to 
be published as a project report (along with other results). 

- considered how these results could be used in the update of ‘State of the Baltic Sea report, June 2017’ in 
view of the proposals contained in the document and provided the following comments in relation to the 
revisions proposed to further improved the section on assessment of marine litter: 

• Beach litter:  

i. When revising the section, aim at providing general messages based on SPICE project results 
and, if necessary, supporting graphs, 

ii. Selected data and averages can be shown but concepts currently being worked on at the EU 
level should be avoided (e.g. baselines), 

iii. Reference in the text to indicate that it is an on-going process, highlighting that data are 
available on national level but that methodological differences etc. makes it currently 
unsuitable which are not to be used for regional assessment purposes,  

mailto:lena.bergstrom@helcom.fi
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iv. Include conclusions from the identification of top litter items at sub-regional level together 
with a graph showing these top litter items, 

v. Include reference in the text on conclusions on the differences of top litter items found 
depending on the type of beach, 

vi. If feasible present gradients between different beach types and highlight that the input source 
(e.g. sea or sea and land) differ between different beach types, 

vii. Substitute current Figure 4.3.2 on Proportions of litter items in the eight regionally agreed litter 
categories, by four figures showing the information by type of beach, 

viii. Improve color visualization. 

• Microlitter: amend the text to show that microliter is a problem in the Baltic Sea and in general 
update the text to be more specific for the Baltic Sea, including reference to the on-going process of 
methodological harmonization, as well as peer reviewed findings, if feasible ranges of number of 
particles could also be shown, as long as these are presented in a comparable way, e.g. based on size 
allocation. 

- agreed that the Secretariat will provide a draft revised text of the marine litter section in update of ‘State 
of the Baltic Sea report, June 2017’ by 12 December 2017 to the HELCOM EN-Marine Litter and State & 
Conservation contacts for technical evaluation and quality assurance of the proposal by 1 February 2018 
(marta.ruiz@helcom.fi). 

Any other business 

- emphasized the importance of maintaining stable web-links to HELCOM reports over time, and that 
reports produced under the first phase of the HOLAS II project (First version of the summary report, 
supplementary reports and core indicator reports) are available even after updated versions have been 
produced since they are being referred to in national reports. 

HOD 53-2017 
Preparations for HELCOM 39-2018 and HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2018 

Draft Ministerial Declaration 

- agreed on the draft Declaration of the 2018 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting as included in Annex 2, with 
the understanding that the document would still be subjected to further national consultation by all 
Contracting Parties due to a general study reservation on the draft. Also agreed that further comments 
on the Annex 2 should be submitted at the latest by 15 January 2018, and to be restricted to central 
substantial issues (including justification). Based on the comments the Chairmanship and the Secretariat 
will develop the final draft for the Ministerial Meeting. 

HELCOM 39 Agenda and Ministerial Meeting Programme 

- endorsed the Provisional Agenda for HELCOM 39-2018 (5 March 2018) as contained in document 2-1. 

- endorsed the draft provisional agenda for the Ministerial Meeting (document 2-6, Annex 1) 

- discussed and considered the proposed questions for the Ministerial Meeting (document 2-6, Annex 1), 
revised and agreed to them as included in document 2-6-Rev1. 

- agreed that the participation and statements by observers and invitees at the 2018 Ministerial Meeting 
will be guided by document 2-11. 

- agreed to the participation of Race For The Baltic to the 2018 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting. 

- took note of the information by WWF and CCB on a side event to be organised 6 March 13:30-1500 at 
the venue of the 2018 Ministerial Meeting (Palais d’Egmont). 

Update of BSAP 

mailto:marta.ruiz@helcom.fi
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- considered the proposal for the update of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (document 2-5). 

- took note of the comment from Denmark that socio-economic matters should be considered in the 
process of updating the BSAP. 

- endorsed the proposal for the BSAP update and agreed to submit it to HELCOM 39-2018 for adoption, 
taking into account that the sections referring to the Brussels Declaration 2018 (e.g. on page 3 of 
document 2-5) will be cross-checked and aligned by the Secretariat. 

Nutrient Recycling Strategy  

- concluded that the material in document 2-7 [“Background for regional nutrient recycling strategy”] 
provides suitable background information to support the text of a Ministerial decision on development 
of a regional nutrient recycling strategy and took note that Sweden needs additional time to review the 
document (by 21 December 2017).  

- took note of the comments by Russia on the background document (document 2-8) and agreed that the 
comments are to be taken into account in the future development of a nutrient recycling strategy. 

BONUS 

- welcomed the initiative to organize the workshop and the crucial contribution of the BONUS research 
programme to the recent work of HELCOM and its solid scientific basis for policy measures, and especially 
highlighted a need for research support with regard to cumulative impact of multiple stressors on species 
and habitats. 

- further recognised the relevance of BONUS results [(document 2-2)], such as on the importance of 
including genetic diversity in biodiversity management and on assessing effects of different scenarios of 
climate change to nutrient loads and suggested to aim at utilizing the results in the strengthening of the 
implementation of the BSAP and in the BSAP update. 

Implementation of HELCOM Agreements 

- considered the final draft of the report on implementation of HELCOM agreements (document 2-3) and 
agreed on the proposed changes by Working Groups, Experts Groups and the Secretariat to the status of 
accomplishment of actions as well as to update the HELCOM Explorer with updated responses and 
supporting information. 

- took note of the information from Lithuania, Latvia and Germany that they have recently ratified the 
Minamata Convention on Mercury and requested the Secretariat to update document 2-3 accordingly. 

- agreed that the Contracting Parties can still check country specific information in document 2-3 and 
submit any corrections to the Secretariat (ulla-li.zweifel@helcom.fi) by 7 January 2018. 

- approved the report taking into account input from the consultation round and agreed that it would be 
included as a background report to the 2018 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting as well as utilized in further 
HELCOM work. 

Matters arising from the HELCOM Groups 

Underwater noise 

- took note that Russia needs some additional time to clarify their study reservation on the document 
[“HELCOM Input to the process of establishing environmental targets for underwater noise”] and will 
inform on their national position by 31 January 2018. The Meeting clarified that if Russia lifts their study 
reservation the document can be considered as approved. 

Outcomes of working group meetings 

- took note of matters raised within recent meetings of the subsidiary bodies (documents 3-14 and 3-15) 
as introduced by the Executive Secretary: planning of the HELCOM indicator work beyond the HOLAS II 
project has started within STATE&CONSERVATION and GEAR, including further developments and 
considerations on updates including frequency and possible automatization. 

mailto:ulla-li.zweifel@helcom.fi
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- regretted that no progress has been achieved on the draft Recommendation on biotopes, habitats and 
biotope complexes and noted that all Contracting Parties with the exception of Denmark can endorse 
the Recommendation as it stands. Denmark informed the Meeting that their position remains the same 
and noted that the matter is tabled at STATE&CONSERVATION 8-2018. The Meeting requested the 
parties to continue their efforts to conclude on the issue by HELCOM 39-2018. 

- took note of the view brought forward by Denmark that it would be preferable if all the core indicators 
reports were submitted to HODs for approval; agreed that, as these reports are technical and scientific 
in nature, and to avoid replicating work across several levels, the approval of the reports should be given 
at the Working Group level; tasked the Secretariat to ensure a quality control process of the indicator 
reports before publication. 

- considered the substantial proposals emerging from recent meetings of the subsidiary bodies (c.f. 
requests for agreement or approval listed in documents 3-14 and 3-15) and: 

• agreed to renew the Secretariat mandate to submit a proposal for a new MPA project relating to 
tools, management and updating the HELCOM MPA guidelines, for external funding. 

• agreed on HELCOM engagement in a joint project application on updating regional response 
manuals on chemical spills (for HELCOM: Response Manual volume II) to the DG ECHO together 
with, Mediterranean (REMPEC), North Sea (BONN) as well as possibly also other regional 
secretariats as well as member state institutions as project partners. 

• approved the prolongation of the mandate of the RESPONSE Expert Working Group on Oiled 
Wildlife Response (EWG OWR) until end of 2018.  

• approved the updated ToRs of CG Aquaculture as included in Annex 3. 

• approved HELCOM GREEN TEAM Work Plan for 2018-2019 as included in Annex 4. 

• approved the organization of the next meetings of the working groups and workshops as listed in 
document 3-14. 

FISH 

- recalled the initiative to develop an inventory of data needs, and steps to fill the identified data gaps, of 
HELCOM indicators ‘Number of drowned mammals and water birds in fishing gear’ and ‘Cumulative 
impact on benthic biotopes’ (cf. document 5-3 of the HELCOM FISH 7-2017) and took note of the current 
status of work based on information presented by the lead country Poland. 

- noted the work planned for the Correspondence Group to develop a HELCOM road map on fisheries data 
for operationalizing the two indicators established by the FISH 7-2017 (Annex 1 of document 3-14, and 
c.f. FISH 7-2017 Outcome, paragraphs 5.14-5.18), including a workshop planned for January-February 
2018 in Denmark. 

- supported the lead country (Poland) approach to give priority to finalizing HELCOM inventory on data 
needs and thus provide guidance in developing the roadmap as indicated in the ToR of the 
Correspondence Group.  

- expressed the wish to follow this process closely, thanked Poland for the work so far and invited Poland 
to report to HOD 54-2018 on finalisation of the inventory of data needs. 

- requested Denmark to inform of the dates of the HELCOM FISH CG workshop and prepare an invitation 
letter as soon as convenient and requested that, based on the invitation by Denmark, the Secretariat 
prepares and circulates the invitation and Provisional Agenda. 

- noted that the workshop [Regional Workshop on Eel and the Baltic Sea (FISH-M 5-2017) organized by 
HELCOM in cooperation with the Convention on Migratory Species and Sargasso Sea Commission 
(document 3-17)] called for urgent implementation of HELCOM commitments on eel from Ministerial 
Meetings in 2007 and 2013, that it was of the opinion that these commitments should be taken on board, 
and if necessary further strengthened, during the foreseen update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan. 
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- noted that action needs to be taken on eel and expressed support that the HELCOM Secretariat follows 
up the initiative discussed in the workshop to prepare a regional project on eel with links to the 
implementation, and foreseen update of, the Baltic Sea Action Plan (c.f. document 3-17). 

HELCOM Recommendations 

- endorsed the following draft revised HELCOM Recommendations and agreed that they are forwarded to 
HELCOM 39-2018 for adoption, including draft revised Recommendations 34E/2, 19/10 and 10/11 
pending the clarification of a Danish study reservation by 21 December 2017: 

• HELCOM Recommendation 34E/2 “Further testing and developing the concept of pro-active route 
planning as well as other e-navigation solutions to enhance safety of navigation and protection of 
the marine environment in the Baltic Sea Region” (document 3-1, Attachment 1); 

• HELCOM Recommendation 19/10 “Application by the Baltic Sea States of guidelines for holding 
tanks/oily water separating or filtering equipment for ships of less than 400 tons gross tonnage” 
(document 3-1, Attachment 2); 

• HELCOM Recommendation 10/11 “International co-operation on liability for damage resulting from 
vessel-based pollution” (document 3-1, Attachment 3). 

• HELCOM Recommendation 36/3 “Marine pollution incident reporting and requests for assistance 
between Contracting Parties in the Baltic Sea area” (document 3-1, Attachment 4) 

• HELCOM Recommendation 15/1‘Protection of the coastal strip’, (document 3-2, Attachment 1); 

• HELCOM Recommendation 19/3 on ‘The Manual for the Marine Monitoring in the Combine 
Programme of HELCOM’ (document 3-2, Attachment 2); 

• HELCOM Recommendation 24/10 ‘Implementation of Integrated Marine and Coastal Management 
of Human Activities in the Baltic Sea Area’ (document 3-2, Attachment 3). 

- agreed to delete from the list of valid HELCOM Recommendations: 

• HELCOM Recommendation 2/2 “Recommendation on the Acceptance by the Baltic Sea States of 
International Instruments on Maritime Safety, Pollution Prevention and Related Matters”; 

• HELCOM Recommendation 21/2 “Amendments to Annex IV "Prevention of pollution from ships" of 
the 1992 Helsinki Convention”; 

• HELCOM Recommendation 22E/5 “Amendments to Annex IV "Prevention of pollution from ships" to 
the Helsinki Convention”; 

• HELCOM Recommendation 24/8 “Amendments to Annex IV “Prevention of pollution from ships” to 
the Helsinki Convention, concerning discharge of sewage”. 

Maritime 

- welcomed and agreed to the call [by the IMO Secretariat] to become a strategic partner to GEF/UNDP/ 
IMO Glofouling and to support the initiative based on the ongoing Interreg project COMPLETE and other 
available resources and material including the core indicator on non-indigenous species.  

- welcomed and approved the final draft of the HELCOM Maritime Assessment (document 3-12) together 
with the technical comments to the HELCOM Maritime Assessment provided by Germany (Document 3-
21). 

- agreed to publish the HELCOM Maritime Assessment (document 3-12) in the HELCOM BSEP series after 
implementing the corrections in document 3-21 and noted that the Secretariat is going to carry out 
proofreading and final layout, including redrawing of figures, before release. 

- approved publishing of the HELCOM 2017 update to the Overview on Port Reception Facilities (PRF) 
(document 3-5) as an electronic HELCOM publication, approved its submission to IMO MEPC 73 (autumn 
2018) as an information document, as appropriate incorporating further updates from Contracting 
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Parties, and requested that the Secretariat submits the document to IMO MEPC 73 within the established 
deadlines. 

- approved publishing of the Baltic Sea Clean Shipping Guide - revised 2017 edition (document 3-7). 

Pressure 

- discussed the principles of reallocation of extra reduction to evaluate the progress towards national 
reduction targets (document 3-8).   

- took note of the position by Denmark that political commitments of Contracting Parties to CART stem 
from the Ministerial Declaration 2013, however, Denmark understands the reason to focus on MAI in 
the longer term in order to achieve GES. Denmark cannot accept principle 8 in document 3-8 as it 
should be up to Contracting Parties how to meet the commitments. 

- took note that Germany is not in the position to agree on the use of the reallocation of the extra reduction 
in the assessment unless all principles are agreed.  

- took note of the suggestion by Germany regarding a compromise version for the text of the principle 8 
and invited Germany and Denmark to consider and agree on the principle 8 in the format of intersessional 
consultations and continue discussion at HELCOM 39-2018 with an intention to come to an agreement 
on the use of the extra reduction for the assessment.  

- pointed out that the methodology of reallocation of extra reduction has been already agreed by HOD 49-
2016 and that the only disagreement on principle 8 is still preventing its application for the assessment 
results. The Meeting also took note that many countries are in favour of application of this methodology 
for the PLC-6 assessment.  

- highlighted that the assessment of progress towards national nutrient input targets is to be performed 
in suitable intervals and, if possible, synchronised with the needs of WFD and MSFD. 

- discussed the two options for policy messages on assessment of progress towards national nutrient input 
targets (document 3-9) taking into account the considerations on reallocation of extra reduction. 

- decided to continue discussion on the policy messages at HELCOM 39-2018 with an intention to agree 
on the assessment results. 

- considered the final draft document on sources and pathways of nutrient inputs (source apportionment) 
as one of the PLC-6 products (document 3-10). The Meeting pointed out that PLC assessment products 
are of high demand in the region and reminded the Contracting Parties that the assessment should be 
based on the common principles, described in the adopted PLC Guidelines, and the data reported to the 
HELCOM PLC database. 

- approved the draft document on sources and pathways of nutrient inputs (source apportionment) and 
agreed on its publication.  

- considered the draft assessment of nutrient input by seven biggest rivers (document 3-11-rev) as one of 
the PLC-6 products. The Meeting took note that this is a new PLC product and decided that the product 
should be further elaborated by the PLC-6 group. 

- agreed that written comments on the draft assessment of nutrient input by seven biggest rivers can be 
provided by countries to the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi ) by 31 January 2018. The 
updated product based on the comments will be further considered by PRESSURE 8-2018 and submitted 
to HOD 54-2018 for approval. 

Agri 

- discussed the suggested scope of the revision part 2 of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention (document 
3-4) and agreed on the revised scope (Annex 5) with the following1: 

                                                           
1 Study reservation regarding nutrient recycling issue by Sweden to be clarified by 21 December 2017. 

mailto:dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi
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- to consider integration of a new paragraph on nutrient recycling to the Annex in line with 
corresponding decision of the Ministerial Declaration. 

- to take into account of the concern expressed by Denmark regarding potential consequences of 
adding of the glossary to the Annex for the whole text of the Convention. In this respect, the 
Meeting suggested establish the Glossary of terms and decide on its place after relevant 
consultations. 

- discussed a suitable timetable for the future review and revision work and decided that the work is to be 
started in spring 2018 and requested the Agri group to provide a suggestion regarding time frame to HOD 
54-2018. 

State and conservation 

- considered and approved the plan for the update of the first version of the “State of the Baltic Sea” report 
(document 3-16). 

- considered the suggested strategy and timetable to review the HELCOM Red List of Species (document 
3-13).  

- invited the State and Conservation Working Group, together with the Secretariat, to further plan Red List 
assessment work and present a revised proposal for a strategy the Heads of Delegation. 

- took note that Denmark does not see a need for updating the Red List as Denmark does not see a need 
for expanding the list. 

- approved the proposal for continuation of FISH-PRO II project (document 3-6). 

- took note of the proposal for a HELCOM project to develop a workspace for the evaluation of HELCOM 
hazardous substances indicators and integrated assessment (document 3-19). The Meeting agreed on a 
tacit approval procedure for the project proposal with a deadline of 21 December 2017 for possible 
comments to the Secretariat. 

HELCOM institutional and organisational matters 

- took note of the information on the approval by the Heads of Delegation of the recommendation by the 
recruitment panel (established based on HOD 51-2016, para 7.6) and appointment of Mr. Markus 
Helavuori for the post of HELCOM Professional Secretary for Maritime, Response and Fish groups initially 
for three years as from 1 March 2018. 

Any other business 

- took note of the proposal for a joint HELCOM-BONUS stakeholder conference in 2018 (document 5-4) 
and supported the organization of the joint conference (c.f. further discussion on BONUS under Agenda 
Item 2). 

- took note of Finland’s recently adopted Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (document 5-3) which defines 
six focus areas and is now being implemented. 

- took note of the information by Russia about the XIX International Environmental Forum “Baltic Sea Day” 
planned to take place in St. Petersburg on 22-23 March 2018 (document 5-8). The event will be organised 
in memory of Mr. Leonid Korovin, a long-time member of HELCOM family and “primus motor” behind 
the BSD, but is also a moment of renewal as the venue for the event has changed to the convention-and-
exhibition centre EXPOFORUM (Peterburgskoye sh. 64/1) and will take place in parallel with an 
environmental exhibition “Ecology of Big City”. 

- was of the view that the BSD has been a valuable event and suggested to make concrete 
recommendations in the forum in addition to general conclusions as well as follow-up on the conclusions 
from the previous BSD events. 
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- supported the planned discussion on the local BSAP and involvement of municipalities into 
implementation of the BSAP at the Baltic Sea Day.  

- took note of the WWF initial assessment of the country-wise implementation of a set of key actions 
within segment Biodiversity and Maritime Activities of the BSAP (early draft of the WWF Baltic Scorecard 
report) (document 5-7). 

- took note that WWF highlighted the need to keep the BSAP Explorer up to date as this is a key tool to 
enable transparency to implementation of national commitments, informed that work with the 
scorecard will continue and will be presented at the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting in Brussels. 

Next meeting(s) 

- confirmed that the next meeting (HOD 54-2018) will be held on 14-15 June 2018 and welcomed the 
information EU is investigating a possibility to host the meeting in Brussels. 

STATE & CONSERVATION 7E-2018 
The Meeting considered five agenda items with relevance to the HELCOM indicators. The Meeting responses 
(via correspondence) are collated and summarized in this outcome. 

National positions on these topics provided to the Secretariat by 16 February 2018 are documented here and 
no response by the given deadline, as stated in the Meeting documents and correspondence, is taken as tacit 
approval. 

Proposed inclusion of the Seasonal succession of dominating phytoplankton HELCOM indicator as a test 
indicator for a descriptive use in the State of the Baltic Sea report. 

- endorsed the use of the ’Seasonal succession of dominating phytoplankton HELCOM indicator’ as a test 
indicator for descriptive use in the State of the Baltic Sea report (HOLAS II). 

Proposed change of name for White-tailed eagle productivity HELCOM core indicator 

- endorsed the changing of the indicator name to White-tailed sea eagle productivity 

Information regarding changes to the Zooplankton Mean Size and Total Stock (MSTS) HELCOM indicator 

- endorsed the inclusion of the Gdansk Basin assessment unit for the Zooplankton MSTS HELCOM indicator 
(and its relevant threshold), and its use within the final State of the Baltic Sea report (HOLAS II). 

Proposal to evaluate HELCOM waterbird core indicators at new assessment unit scale 

- endorsed the use of the newly proposed (aggregated level 2 HELCOM assessment units) as the primary 
assessment level for the two HELCOM waterbirds indicators (Abundance of waterbirds in the breeding 
season’ and ‘Abundance of waterbirds in the wintering season’), pending the final clarification of 
Germany (due latest 2 March, 2018). 

Proposal for including FerryBox data into the chlorophyll-a indicator update in the HOLAS II second stage 
eutrophication assessment 

- endorsed the inclusion of Ferrybox data in the calculation of the HELCOM Chlorophyll-a indicator for 
the current update and State of the Baltic Sea report, and encouraged further discussion and better 
development related to this topic in the future. 

Regional Workshop to Facilitate the Description of Ecologically or Biologically Significant 
Marine Areas in the Baltic Sea 
Background 
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- The purpose of the EBSA process is to globally describe Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine 
Areas using the CBD scientific criteria for the EBSAs (CBD decision IX/20, annex I, 
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-09/cop-09-dec-20-en.pdf) adopted by the Parties to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) at its ninth meeting in 2008.  

- The application of the EBSA criteria is a scientific and technical exercise, carried out through a series of 
regional workshops. Since 2011 CBD Secretariat has convened 13 regional EBSA workshops, covering 
more than 74 per cent of the world’s ocean. 

- Each workshop is tasked to describe areas meeting the scientific criteria for EBSAs or other relevant 
criteria based on best available scientific information. As such, experts at the workshops are not expected 
to discuss any management issues, including threats to the areas. 

- For instance, EBSAs are not Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), and the CBD process of describing EBSAs 
does not require, legally or otherwise, that they should be designated as MPAs. 

The Baltic EBSA Workshop 

- The Regional Workshop to Facilitate the Description of Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine 
Areas (EBSAs) in the Baltic Sea was convened by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
in collaboration with HELCOM. 

- The Duke University Marine Geospatial Ecology Lab, with support from the Finnish Environment Institute, 
acted as the technical support team of the workshop, supporting the workshop participants with 
compilation and interpretation of GIS data layers and mapping of areas.  

- The organization of the workshop in the Baltic Sea was requested based on the decision by the 
Contracting Parties in HELCOM (Paragraph 4.5 of the Outcome of HELCOM 38-2017, concluded 
intersessionally e-mail by the Executive Secretary as of 29.05.2017). 

- The Baltic EBSA workshop was registered by HELCOM as a voluntary commitment at the UN Ocean 
Conference for implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14, on 5-9 June 2017, New York, 
(https://oceanconference.un.org/commitments/?id=18382). 

- The workshop was decided to be organized bearing in mind especially the possibilities the EBSA concept 
offers for Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP). In the Baltic Sea region the EBSAs are expected to contribute 
to fulfilling the regional goal of producing and applying maritime spatial plans that are coherent across 
borders and apply the ecosystem approach. In MSP the EBSAs could be utilized in addition to MPAs as 
ecosystem features that ensure the protection of the state and biodiversity of the marine ecosystem as 
well as improve its functioning while promoting ecosystem services. This topic of so called “green 
infrastructure” has been discussed and will be followed-up in the HELCOM-VASAB Maritime Spatial 
Planning Working Group, serving as a regional platform for MSP and also a steering body of the Horizontal 
Action “Spatial Planning” of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea.   

- Participating experts were invited through a CBD selection process, based on nominations by CBD 
National Focal Points of the Baltic Sea countries as well as by relevant organizations, using the selection 
criteria as defined in the CBD notification, focusing on scientific and technical expertise and experience 
as well as gender balance. 

- The workshop was attended by experts from Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Russia and 
Sweden as well as from BirdLife International, Coalition Clean Baltic, Global Ocean Biodiversity Initiative, 
ICCA (Indigenous Peoples’ and Community Conserved Areas and Territories) Consortium, UNEP World 
Conservation Monitoring Centre, WWF Baltic Ecoregion Programme, as well as the CBD Secretariat, the 
HELCOM Secretariat and Duke University Marine Geospatial Ecology Lab. The list of participants is 
included in Annex 1. 

- The opening statements were delivered by Ms. Hannele Pokka, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of 
the Environment of Finland, Ms. Monika Stankiewicz, HELCOM Executive Secretary, and Ms. Jihyun Lee, 
Environmental Affairs Officer, CBD Secretariat (on behalf of CBD Executive Secretary). 

- The workshop was co-chaired by Ms. Penina Blankett, Finland, and Mr. Dieter Boedeker, Germany, 
elected by the workshop.  

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-09/cop-09-dec-20-en.pdf
https://oceanconference.un.org/commitments/?id=18382
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- The workshop focused on the geographic area covered by the Helsinki Convention. However, the 
workshop could not fully consider the marine areas of two Baltic Sea countries whose experts did not 
attend the workshop. 

- Scientific and technical information including biological, physical and oceanographic data provided by 
Contracting Parties as well as compiled by the technical team (Duke University Marine Geospatial Ecology 
Lab) were available in a data report for the deliberation of the workshop through the meeting website 
(https://www.cbd.int/meetings/EBSAWS-2018-01) prior to the workshop. The report includes datasets 
provided by HELCOM on the HELCOM Map and Data Service, as approved by the State & Conservation 
7-2017.  

- The workshop was preceded by a one-day training session on EBSAs in Helsinki, Finland, on 19 February. 
The aim of the training session was to increase awareness on the Convention’s work on marine and 
coastal biodiversity in general, and the understanding on the CBD process on EBSAs in particular. The 
session was facilitated by Ms. Marina von Weissenberg, CBD National Focal Point and Ms. Penina 
Blankett, Co-Chair of the HELCOM State and Conservation Working Group, both from the Ministry of the 
Environment of Finland.  

- The Finnish Inventory Programme for the Underwater Marine Environment, VELMU, was presented to 
the participants through a picture exhibition and of short VELMU videos from the Finnish sea areas.  The 
results of the first version of the HELCOM “Status of the Baltic Sea” report (http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-
sea-trends/holistic-assessments/state-of-the-baltic-sea-2017) was also presented at an evening social 
event.  

Outcome 

- The workshop participants agreed on descriptions of nine areas in the Baltic Sea meeting the EBSA 
criteria: 

• Northern Bothnian Bay 
• Kvarken Archipelago 
• Åland Sea, Åland Islands and the Archipelago Sea of Finland 
• Eastern Gulf of Finland 
• Inner Sea of West Estonian Archipelago 
• Southeastern Baltic Sea Shallows 
• Southern Gotland Harbour Porpoise Area 
• Fehmarn Belt 
• Fladen and Stora and Lilla Middelgrund. 

- Five of these areas are transboundary areas, covering waters of two or more countries. Altogether, the 
described EBSAs cover 23% of the Baltic Sea waters.  

- Each area has been described using the EBSA template, through plenary and break-out sessions, and 
adopted by the workshop plenary for inclusion into the workshop report. The report also contains an 
annex highlighting unique and vulnerable ecological and biological features of the Baltic Sea in the global 
context. 

- Furthermore, the report also contains information on the identified gaps and needs for further 
elaboration in describing areas meeting EBSA criteria, including the need for the development of 
scientific capacity and scientific collaboration. It reflects also that the workshop emphasized that those 
areas in the Baltic Sea (including MPAs) that have not been described during the workshop as meeting 
the EBSA criteria have not been interpreted as not being ecologically important. 

- The description of EBSAs is based on the scientific information and expert knowledge available at the 
time of the workshop, and, as the EBSA process is iterative and ongoing, there may be additional areas 
described as meeting the EBSA criteria in future regional or sub-regional workshops.  

- The workshop also discussed the significant diversity of indigenous peoples and local communities in the 
Baltic Sea region, which have endemic, traditional knowledge and customary governance of marine and 

https://www.cbd.int/meetings/EBSAWS-2018-01
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%207-2017-470/MeetingDocuments/4N-1%20Information%20on%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20EBSA%20Workshop.pdf
http://www.ymparisto.fi/en-US/VELMU
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/holistic-assessments/state-of-the-baltic-sea-2017
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/holistic-assessments/state-of-the-baltic-sea-2017
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coastal ecosystems, and the relevance of the indigenous and local knowledge of these indigenous 
peoples and local communities to the description of areas meeting the EBSA criteria. The indigenous and 
local knowledge is little explored in the context of HELCOM work and this new aspect brought forward 
by the workshop could be considered in the future to enhance regional efforts to restore and maintain 
biodiversity in the Baltic Sea.  

Next steps 

- The workshop report will be submitted for consideration to the 22nd meeting of the CBD Subsidiary Body 
on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA), scheduled for 2–7 July 2018, Montreal, 
Canada, and subsequently to the 14th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention (COP), 
scheduled for 10–22 November 2018, in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt.  

- Side-events could be organized at these meetings to share the information about the regional workshop 
and described EBSAs as well as other relevant activities of the HELCOM countries.  

- Once approved by CBD COP, the Baltic Sea EBSAs are expected to be included in the CBD EBSA repository 
(www.cbd.int/ebsa) and a summary report will be transmitted to the United Nations General Assembly 
and its relevant processes as well as other relevant UN/international organizations.  

- The workshop outcome is an opportunity to highlight the fact that despite the known marine 
environmental problems, the unique semi-enclosed Baltic Sea does have a great ecological or biological 
significance. 

HELCOM 39-2018 

2018 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 

- took note of the Provisional Programme and Annotated Agenda for the 2018 HELCOM Ministerial 
Meeting (document 2-3). The meeting noted that the Ministerial debate will focus on two questions and 
that participants that wish to do so can address the Declaration in the debate. The Meeting noted that a 
list of decisions will be prepared for adoption at the meeting, including brief reflections from the 
Ministerial debate and on the statements by Observers, while a full outcome will be prepared in 
consultation with the Chair after closure of the meeting. 

- took note of the invitation by WWF and CCB to a joint side event at the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 
(document 2-5-Rev.1) and welcomed all HELCOM Contracting Parties and Observers to attend the event. 

- took note of the HELCOM report “Implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 2018 – three years left to 
reach good environmental status” (document 2-1) and noted that it has been submitted as a background 
document to the Ministerial Meeting. The meeting took note that Germany will submit to the Secretariat 
a list of additional voluntary German commitments to the UN Oceans conference to be included in the 
Annex to the report. Noted the proposal by Finland to continue the reporting on implementation of the 
Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) and to further develop the HELCOM Explorer to support the update of the 
BSAP.  

- discussed the draft Brussels Ministerial Declaration (document 2-7), elaborated on open issues in 
paragraphs 6, 8, 15, 16, 17, 31, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 46, 52, 54, 55 and 59, finalized the Declaration as 
included in document 2-7 Rev.1, and agreed to submit the draft Declaration to the HELCOM Brussels 
Ministerial Meeting for adoption. 

- considered the proposal for the update of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (document 2-6) and 
adopted the proposal as contained in document 2-6 Rev.1. The meeting noted that the establishment of 
the BSAP Task Force was hereby agreed and that its Terms of Reference will be proposed and considered 
at the next HOD meeting. 

- considered the contribution provided by OSPAR to the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2018 as presented 
by Ms. Laura Piriz, Chair of the OSPAR Commission, and Ms. Susanna Salvador, Executive Secretary of 
OSPAR Commission (document 2-2, Presentation 1) and the proposal for further collaboration between 
OSPAR and HELCOM, inter alia, in the field of biodiversity, underwater noise, invasive species and marine 
litter as well as for emerging issues such as climate change and contamination by pharmaceuticals. 

http://www.cbd.int/ebsa
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- welcomed the presentation by the OSPAR Commission and highlighted in particular the cooperation in 
the implementation of the UN Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development. The Meeting further pointed 
out the collection of fisheries data from ICES and assessing potential impacts of fisheries on the marine 
environment as other examples of collaboration. 

- took note of the information from Germany on the enhanced national focus on cooperation between 
RSCs, including a three-year project on the development of a platform for exchange of information. 

- considered and endorsed the updated content of the current Roadmap of HELCOM activities on 
ecosystem approach (document 2-4). 

- took note of the proposal by Finland to add for each activity a reference to the decision for the activity, 
to include accomplished activities in the annual HELCOM report but not necessarily in the Roadmap, and 
to check the list of SDGs and agree on which target to address in the HELCOM Roadmap. Finland, 
furthermore, noted that less resources are allocated to activities under programmes of measures than 
under other themes and this situation was proposed to be considered by HELCOM. 

- took note that a major update of the Roadmap will be made to include perspectives beyond 2021, based 
on the outcome of the Brussels Ministerial Meeting, and that a renewed Roadmap is to be presented at 
HELCOM HOD 54-2018. 

Matters arising from the subsidiary bodies 

Underwater noise 

- took note that Russia is prepared to approve of the document [HELCOM input to the process of 
establishing environmental targets for underwater noise (document 3-5)] with some further revisions 
which will be forwarded to the Secretariat and concluded that the document will be reconsidered at the 
next meeting of HOD. 

HELCOM Recommendations 

- adopted the revised HELCOM Recommendations 34E/2 (Annex 2), 19/10 (Annex 3), 10/11 (Annex 4), 
36/3 (Annex 5), 15/1 (Annex 6), and 19/3 (Annex 7) (document 3-1). 

- took note that Poland could not agree on the revised Recommendation 24/10 ‘Implementation of 
integrated Marine and Coastal Management of Human Activities in the Baltic Sea Area’ and invited 
Poland to clarify the reservation at the next meeting of the State & Conservation Working Group. 

- decided to withdraw HELCOM Recommendations 2/2, 4/1, 21/1, 21/2, 22E/5, 24/8, 28E/4 and 34E/3 
from the list of valid Recommendations (document 3-2). 

- took note and regretted that no further progress has been made to reach an agreement on the draft 
Recommendation on conservation of Baltic Sea underwater biotopes, habitats and biotope complexes 
and that the matter will be considered at STATE & CONSERVATION 8-2018. 

Nutrient reduction targets 

- considered the policy message on progress towards nutrient reduction targets (document 3-3). 
- took note of the information by Germany and Denmark that no solution has been found regarding the 

formulation of principle 8 of the methodology to reallocate extra nutrient reduction between 
neighboring sub-basins. The principle 8 states that based on the precautionary approach, extra 
reductions cannot be used to purposely increase inputs to a sub-basin. The meeting took note of the 
position of Denmark that the decision on re-allocation of extra reduction is to be taken by each country 
nationally, thus Denmark keeps reservation on principle 8. The Meeting took note that Germany is of the 
view that re-allocation should be allowed in some instance but that this should not affect the nutrient 
input ceiling to the sub-basins and could only be realized based on the package of principles, including 
principle 8. 

- recalled that, based on the 2013 HELCOM Copenhagen Declaration, the re-allocation of extra nutrient 
reduction is an opportunity and not an obligation and that is it up to the countries if they wish to apply 
re-allocation. The Meeting agreed that further re-allocation should only be used in the CART follow-up if 
based on commonly agreed methodology and principles. 
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- agreed to publish the policy message with no re-allocation included and decided that the discussion on 
principles for re-allocation of extra nutrient reduction will continue in the Pressure Working Group with 
the aim to resolve the principles during the update of the BSAP at the latest. 

HOLAS II 

- took note of the HOLAS II regional consultation summary (document 3-4). The Meeting acknowledged 
that the consultation had provided valuable proposals to the report and how it can be improved in the 
future.  

Indicators 

- adopted the revised secondary threshold value for PBDEs in sediments (document 3-6). 
- took note of the view of Russia to take into account the Stockholm Convention on POPs in further work 

to establish thresholds for persistent organic pollutants. 
- adopted the proposed Zooplankton MSTS indicator threshold for the Gdansk Basin, as an additional sub-

basin included in the indicator report and final State of the Baltic Sea report (document 3-7). 
- took note that a German project is elaborating threshold values for the MSTS indicator and would 

appreciate the possibility to, together with Poland, bilaterally ensure consistency across adjacent sub-
basins. 

- took note of the outcome of the CBD Regional Workshop to Facilitate the Description of Ecologically or 
Biologically Significant Marine Areas (EBSAs) in the Baltic Sea, held on 20-24 February 2018 in Helsinki, 
Finland, as presented by Ms. Penina Blankett, co-Chair of the State and Conservation Working Group 
(document 3-10). The Meeting noted that the workshop report will be submitted for consideration to 
the 22nd meeting of the CBD Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA), 
scheduled for 2–7 July 2018, Montreal, Canada, and subsequently to the 14th meeting of the Conference 
of the Parties to the Convention (COP), scheduled for 10–22 November 2018, in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt.   

Other issues 

- took note of the information on the planned HELCOM-BONUS conference “Joint BONUS-HELCOM 
Conference on Research and Innovation for Sustainability” to take place on 6 November 2018, 
Copenhagen, and recalled the intersessional decision by the HODs approving HELCOM involvement in 
new project proposals. 

Activities of the Commission during 2017 and contributions to the work of the Helsinki Commission 

- took note of the statement by Ms. Monika Stankiewicz, Executive Secretary of HELCOM, on the work of 
the Secretariat, including her comments and evaluation of the work of the Commission and its subsidiary 
bodies during 2017 (Annex 8). 

- Having regard to Rule 11.4 of the Rules of Procedure of the Helsinki Commission, the Meeting agreed 
that the report “Implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 2018 – Three years left to reach good 
environmental status “ (c.f. document 2-1) will serve as the annual report on the activities of the Helsinki 
Commission during 2017, complemented with a general overview of HELCOM activities. 

- took note of the Civil Society Declaration on Ecosystem Health of the Baltic Sea submitted by CCB 
(document 4-1) which reflects position of the BSR grass-root environmental NGOs on the state-of-play 
with implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan and the proposed 2018 Brussels Ministerial 
Declaration.  

- took note of the WWF Baltic Sea Action Plan Scorecard 2018 (document 4-2) that assesses the progress 
by the nine Baltic Sea coastal countries against the Baltic Sea Action Plan commitments.  

- welcomed the documents from CCB and WWF and expressed appreciation for their contribution to 
assessing and scrutinizing HELCOM work and took note that they will be made available to the 
participants of the Ministerial Meeting. 

Accounts 2016–2017, budget 2018–2019 and other institutional and organisational matters of the 
Commission 
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- took note of the information provided by the Executive Secretary that, following an open and competitive 
recruitment procedure and the approval by the Heads of Delegation, Mr Dominik Littfass, Germany, has 
been appointed to the post of HELCOM Communication Secretary at the HELCOM Secretariat initially for 
three years as from 1 April 2018. 

- took note of the draft priorities of the Finnish HELCOM Chairmanship 2018-2020 (document 5-4) 
including the focus on leading the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan, development of a follow-up 
system for the reduction of nutrient inputs, formulating a regional nutrient recycling strategy, 
understanding the role of the Baltic Sea in the global carbon cycle, and creating strong links between the 
UN Agenda 2030 process and HELCOM work.  

Any other business 

- took note of the UNEP Regional Seas Report and Studies No. 204 “Ocean Policies and Institutional 
Arrangements for Cross-sectoral Cooperation - Case studies for achieving Sustainable Development 
Goals”, including the case study prepared by the HELCOM Secretariat “HELCOM cross-sectoral 
cooperation and partnerships on clean and safe Baltic Sea shipping” (document 6-3). The Meeting 
thanked the Secretariat for the contribution to the report. 

- took note of the information by Denmark on errors revealed in measurements of concentrations of 
nitrogen and phosphorus in Danish waters. Aarhus University and the Ministry of Environment and Food 
are currently evaluating the magnitude of the erroneous data and the report will be published in the 
coming months. The Meeting took note that the relevant HELCOM bodies will be informed of the results 
of the evaluation. 

- took note of the statement by the European Union on financing and legislation as included in Annex 9. 

Next meeting(s) of the Commission 

- decided to arrange the next meeting of the Commission 6-7 or 7-8 March 2019 at the Marina Congress 
Centre in Helsinki. 

EN ESA 1-2018 
Aims 

- The meeting was arranged in order to contribute to the development of economic and social analyses 
(ESA) in the Baltic Sea Region. More specifically, the Meeting aimed at:  
• Sharing information and discussing ongoing and future work relating to economic and social 

analyses, also including possible analyses related to the Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) 
• Discussing the description of the business-as-usual scenario (BAU) for the HELCOM GEAR meeting  
• Sharing information on past and ongoing projects related to ESA. 

Opening of the workshop 

- The Chair noted that the agenda item Ecosystem services and the use of Marine Waters Analysis in SPICE 
project could not be discussed due to cancelled participation of the presenter. 

Business-as-usual scenario document for HELCOM GEAR meeting 

- took note of the draft document on the business-as-usual scenario (BAU) for the upcoming GEAR meeting 
(document 2, presentation 1) as presented by Maija Holma, and the information on the declaration of 
the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting and specifically where there are links to the work on ESA as presented 
by Monika Stankiewicz.  

a. The Meeting discussed that the SPICE deliverable on BAU would be provided as a background 
document for the GEAR meeting and that elements of the draft document [presented to the 
Meeting] will be lifted out to form a cover page for the SPICE deliverable, and that this will be 
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submitted instead of the full document. The aim of the document is to initiate consideration to 
feed in to planning of a future BAU work.  

b. The Meeting proposes a planning stage regarding the future work on regional BAU, including 
gathering the needed interdisciplinary expertise. 

c. The possibility of conducting a regional analysis on the sufficiency of current measures was 
discussed, and linking the environmental assessment with the economic and social analysis was 
considered important. BAU is needed for assessing the sufficiency of measures under changing 
circumstances (e.g. the future changes in marine uses, effect of on-going and planned policy 
measures).  

d. The possibility of conducting a cost-effectiveness analysis of additional measures was discussed 
and it was decided to leave this topic for future consideration.  

e. The importance of identifying relevant policies was discussed, and the possibility of conducting 
a meta-analysis on the Baltic Sea area policies relevant for BAU development alongside with 
utilizing the existing HELCOM groups to identify relevant policies was considered to be useful.  

f. The Meeting proposes utilizing the recommendations developed in SPICE-project deliverable 3.3 
as the basis for planning the future work on developing regional BAU, and considers the 
deliverable 3.3 a good source for gaining a general overview on BAU development.  

g. The Meeting discussed how to use the knowledge already available in HELCOM and how to 
prepare to mobilize resources from the Contracting Parties regarding the future work on BAU 
development.  

h. The Meeting took note of the guiding principles on update of the BSAP as adopted by HELCOM 
39-2018, noting the paragraph on the possible benefits of BAU for the update work. 

Economic and social analyses in the Pan Baltic Scope-project: Integration of ESA into Maritime Spatial 
Planning  

- Maija Holma presented the economic and social analyses activity within Pan Baltic Scope project 
(Presentation 2). 

a. The Network welcomed the literature review on ESA in MSP conducted as part of the project for 
comments. The Secretariat will make the document available for the network via 
correspondence as soon as it is available.  

b. The Meeting proposed to organize an ESA expert network meeting back-to-back with the Pan 
Baltic Scope workshop in November 2018.  

c. The Meeting discussed inviting national MSP experts to the next ESA expert network meeting, 
and decided to explore this further.  

Presentations by participants 

- took note of a presentation on the national experience on approaches for socioeconomic estimates 
based on national statistical data for ports’ and coastal tourism related sectors from the Latvian national 
assessments for the ESA of use of marine waters and the BONUS BalticAPP project valuation study, 
presented by Kristine Pakalniete.  

a. The Network considered the Latvian approach using input-output tables from the national 
statistical accounts for the ESA of use of marine waters extremely important work, and also noted 
that the input-output tables could be linked to a MSP context.  

b. BONUS BalticAPP project was considered relevant for HELCOM ESA work, and the results of the 
project are considered useful for the future regional ESA.  

c. Inviting BONUS BalticAPP project partners to ESA expert network meeting was discussed and The 
Meeting decided to explore this further for the next meeting. 
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	Matters arising from other meetings of relevance to HOLAS II
	- took note of the information on the EBSA workshop as contained in document 2-2 and agreed to further consider the input of the EBSA workshop to the HOLAS II report in view of its outcome.
	- was of the view that the BONUS program output [document 2-3] can provide useful support for implementing existing commitments and in further policy development at national and regional level, and that the BONUS work aligns well with HELCOM work and ...

	Timeline and state of development of HOLAS II reports, materials and web products
	- took note of the information on the planned update process of the State of the Baltic Sea report to be used as basis for the more detailed planning of the project activities (document 3-1, Presentation 2).
	- noted that, in relation to the ecosystem component maps for the BSII, the layers for seal distribution have been updated by the HELCOM SEAL experts and that work on similar map layers for harbor porpoise is currently being explored. Updated data for...
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	- noted that due to the relatively large number of comments received from national experts on the supplementary report on eutrophication, it is the intention for the upcoming Workshop on Validating the Results of the Integrated Assessment on Eutrophic...
	- took note of the information on the content and organization of the regional consultation of the State of the Baltic Sea, June 2017 as contained in document 3-3.
	- took note of the current situation on the reporting of data required for updating the core indicators, as well as changes to some assessment units as contained in document 3-4.
	- took note of the Swedish wish to ensure that full Swedish data on hazardous substances were included.
	- took note of the information that the Finnish data for the zooplankton indicator is being included in HOLAS II (via indicator co-leads), although not yet included in the ICES database.
	- noted that Poland are ready to provide threshold values for the indicator on zooplankton for the Gdansk basin for inclusion in the update of the State of the Baltic Sea report, and will consider this issue further together with the Secretariat.
	- took note of information on the HELCOM indicators used in the State of the Baltic Sea report as listed in document 3-5 (including core indicators and indicators agreed to be used as test).
	- took note of the information that the HELCOM indicator for Diclofenac had been endorsed by State and Conservation and PRESSURE for inclusion in HOLAS II as a pre-core indicator to be used in a descriptive approach.
	- took note of the information that the Seasonal succession of functional phytoplankton groups HELCOM indicator was currently being updated and could be included in HOLAS II, dependent on the decision of State and Conservation.
	- noted that the indicators currently included for testing in HOLAS II have not been subject to further development work since the publication of the first version and these indicators are foreseen to be included for test purposes also in the updated ...
	- welcomed the information that work is being conducted bilaterally by Finland and Sweden to solve the outstanding issues regarding the indicators on reproductive and nutritional status of seals, with the intention that they will be included in the up...
	- welcomed the update of the section within the summary report outlining the indicators used in the report (Current Box 1-3 of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ summary report) (document 3-4, attachment 2).

	Integrated assessments in the 2018 update
	General
	- discussed the possibility of including threshold values for all HELCOM core indicators as either tables or annexes to the respective supplementary reports, and agreed to include such information for documentation and transparency reasons in the supp...
	- noted the views by Sweden that there is a need to cross check all the results in the indicators reports, supplementary reports, HELCOM Map and Data Services (MADS) and in the HOLAS II report for consistency.
	- agreed to implement all corrections in the updated versions to be published in June 2018 and which will be available for the review process by the timeline outlined in document 3-1.
	- agreed that, where possible, the structure, layout and type of information provided in the different supplementary reports should be comparable so that the reports are uniform in their appearance and function.
	Integrated Assessment of Eutrophication
	- took note of a first draft of the revisions to the section on eutrophication in the summary report, based on planned updates as outlined by HOD-52 (document 3-1) and on feedback on the supplementary report so far (document 4-1 and Presentation 4).
	- considered the possibility to include a follow-up on country allocated reduction targets (CART), and agreed that the CART results will not be included in the summary or the supplementary report, but that they should be referred as being published in...
	- agreed to present and improve the figures showing changes over time with regards to eutrophication as follows:
	 updated data shown for the sub-basins of the HOLAS assessment (instead of Targrev sub-basins),
	 information added on the significance of the trends, assessed for an interval of years that can be compared for many of the eutrophication indicators: 1990-2016,
	 add time-series data for the Cyanobacterial bloom index,
	 MAI information will be included in the nutrient loading graphs.
	- supported the proposal to revise the text, supported by experts, to describe shortly the possible influence of major saline inflows, release of phosphorus from the sediments in anoxic conditions, and precipitation on variability in nutrient concentr...
	- noted the need to correct the HEAT script with regard to C3 (indirect effects) as this gives incorrect results for Åland Sea, Bothnian Sea, and the Bothnian Bay, and agreed that the eutrophication assessment for the Åland Sea, Bothnian Sea, the Quar...
	- noted that the calculation of proportion of eutrophied area numbers are wrong for German waters, and agreed to correct this section for the update of HOLAS II, as well as to cross-check values for other countries.
	- discussed whether it would be appropriate to show core indicator assessment results with indication of their distance to the threshold value for eutrophication, hazardous substances and biodiversity core indicators used in the integrated assessments...
	- discussed the proposal to change the visual layout for trend graphs on indicators in all parts of the report to, as far as data allows: (i) to show the indicator threshold value as a horizontal line over years 2011-2016, (ii) to show an indication i...
	- With respect to the draft revised section on eutrophication (document 4-1) the Meeting agreed that Figure 4.1.1 could be given increased emphasis in the textual interpretation. Regarding Figure 4.1.3, the Meeting emphasized that a text information s...
	Integrated Assessment of Hazardous Substances
	- noted the plans to update and improve the hazardous substances assessment (document 4-2 and Presentation 5), and welcomed that the data extraction table has been finalised.
	- noted that in relation to the use of the ‘initial data’ (covering one or two year) or the ‘full data’ (minimum three year data set) for the hazardous substance assessment, the EN-HZ propose to apply an estimated 95% upper confidence limit to the ‘in...
	- further recommended that the aim should be to incorporate as much data as possible. Should the proposed method not work, e.g. for sediments, an alternative method would be needed for those specific cases. Reverting to the method used in the first ve...
	- expressed that there is a need to further elaborate and clarify the explanations in the supplementary report on hazardous substances regarding the confidence assessment, and noted that it is included in the list of issues to clarify further in the r...
	Integrated Assessment of Biodiversity
	- noted the status of the updates and improvement of the biodiversity assessment (Presentation 6).
	- noted that the possibility of developing a seasonal phytoplankton indicator is under consideration, and further noted that assessment results for the sea bird indicators are going to be available also at level 2, although level 1 will continue to be...
	- requested that text on the seasonal phytoplankton indicator (descriptive assessment) be prepared and provided for consideration by State and Conservation 8-2018 for inclusion in the updated summary and supplementary reports, under the condition that...
	- noted further recommendations are under preparation by experts on changes to the map on harbor porpoise distribution, including potentially a proposed re-naming of the classes/terms used to define occurrence and reproduction.

	Further development of the Baltic Sea Impact Index
	- took note of the information on possible improvements and fine-tuning to the Baltic Sea Impact Index (BSII) and its underlying pressure layers and ecosystem component layers (document 5-1 and Presentation 8).
	- recalled the previous agreement to use the sum impact method as the calculation method of the Baltic Sea Impact index.
	- agreed to as part of the method description in the supplementary report include a comparison of the sum and mean impact calculations, in order to form a motivation for the applied approach of using the ‘sum impact’, and its implications. Potentially...
	- discussed the possibility to, if time allows, further explore the link between sectors and their impacts, and recommended that the planned workshop to review the BSII assessment results should further explore the feasibility and quality aspects of s...
	- discussed the possibility to present the map results of the BSII assessment as classes, rather than as continuous data, as this would enable evaluation of the size or proportion of areas which are affected by a certain level of impact, and agreed th...
	- agreed not to consider any further changes to the BSII sensitivity scores in HOLAS II.
	- considered the possibility to include results from the HASPS II project regarding calculation of the relative contribution of different human activities data sets to the cumulative impact, as this aspect is planned to be evaluated by HASPS in early ...
	- welcomed the work to inspect all datasets for the need for corrections with regards to accuracy close to the shoreline, and recommended that it in each case should be mentioned in the spatial data fact sheet if such corrections have been applied.
	- agreed to the proposal to further develop the color scheme of the BSPI, BSII maps, and the maps of seafloor loss and disturbance as displayed in current chapter 4.7. The Meeting agreed on the need to distinguish ‘zero’ values from ‘no data’ in the s...
	- welcomed the ongoing work to further develop and fine-tune selected human activity/pressure layers, including planned data updates in order to include 2016 data for some of the layers, and noted that the revised maps will be open for review prior to...
	- noted that the data layers for fishing intensity and extraction of fish will be updated with 2016 data but that the geographical resolution will remain the same.
	- considered the foreseen implication of the planned data revisions on the assessment of seabed loss and disturbance (chapter 4.7) in the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report, and the proposed process to develop the supplementary report (document 5-2).
	- noted that no results in support of the seafloor and habitat assessment are foreseen from the SPICE project in time for the HOLAS II updating process.
	- noted that the suggested method to update the data layer on dredging will be further developed by EN-DREDGE at their next meeting.
	- noted the information that Finland is working on the update of the leisure boating layer at the Baltic Sea level to correct for an overestimation of the spatial extent of the previous version.
	- agreed to not proceed with the preparation of a separate supplementary report on seabed loss and disturbance, but that information regarding this issue will be added to the supplementary report on the BSPI and BSII.
	- noted the information on the process of developing weighting values of aggregated pressure layers for use in the BSII index (document 5-3), and that a workshop to agree on weighting factors for use in HOLAS II is to be held on 7 December 2017.
	- was of the opinion that the first hand option, instead of weighting the data layers, is to work on improving them, for example by investigating the possibility to adjust the layers directly in relation to the maximum intensity present in the data se...
	- advised that care should be taken to restrict the application of weighing factors to the need for adjustments in relation to data issues or existing pressure intensities, and not to include aspects of species sensitivities in this process.

	Further development of the economic and social analysis
	- took note of the HELCOM work on the economic and social analyses as contained in document 6-1 and Presentation 7. The Meeting noted that several of the results of the SPICE project on this topic are timely and potentially suitable for inclusion in t...
	- welcomed the proposed additions of information on ecosystem services, noting that current information contained in the report will remain.
	- noted the business-as-usual (BAU) scenario could be included in the HOLAS II report in the form of proposed/potential approaches for a regional BAU, with the aim to introduce this concept and its potential benefits to future HELCOM work. This could ...
	- noted that a national data call to support the ESA work is planned for February –March 2018 aiming at expanding the number of activities and/or datasets available for the use of marine waters analysis as well as additional degradation themes and/or ...

	Other updates and improvements to the report
	- considered the first draft version of the chapter on conclusions and future outlook to be amended to the updated report (document 7-1) and concluded that it provides a good basis for further development. The Meeting was of the opinion that the chapt...
	 Topics as well as space allocation are good, although some fine-tuning may be needed (see also Annex 2),
	 Make sure to underpin messages in the draft Ministerial Declarations in the chapter,
	 Keep the evaluation of lessons learned as is and at a general level. Helicopter view,
	 working titles of sections are preferably replaces by message containing titles in the end version,
	 The currently outlined scope on what is the next page for HELCOM is generally appropriate,
	 Important to have a fluent narrative of the text in the end, recognizing that certain text parts may be shifted in the end in order to achieve this,
	 The section on looking into the past and future is an important section: salinity changes, temperature, ice cover, how has this affected the environment and how can it potentially affect in the future. In this chapter this aspect could even be more ...
	 Address how far we are from good status ( if environmental objectives are likely to be reached),
	 Not emphasize indicators and data gaps in this section but could recall that HELCOM is well of in this development and work is ongoing. We could reflect on that we have the core indicators and that they are the core,
	 Not give too much weight to the “evaluate the assessment” part, and to focus on positive examples,
	 The relevance of the last section on “next page for HELCOM” is currently unclear,
	 Give priorities on what are the most important results /pressure to guide priorities for management (currently the assessment gives equal emphasis to all results in each of the HOLAS II chapters),
	 Reflect on identified main pressures, how long it will take for them to recover - do we need any new measures and reflect on what have we done so far,
	 The part where reflect on why status has not been reached should also mention that we need more measures for some aspects, that we do not have measures for all aspects yet. Due to knowledge gaps status assessment is not complete. The scope for the f...
	 Reflection on how important different pressures are in relation to each other should be added already in the first section,
	 Add a text on where are we with the resilience of the Baltic Sea,
	 Reflect on the role of indicators that they should respond to changes in a pressure,
	 Relate the present results to the past and the future section: this section can be of more relevance than the summary section; to split this section in two, one for the past and the other one for the future.
	- noted that a process to reflect on lessons learnt is being elaborated by the GEAR group and that this was discussed at GEAR 17-2017. The evaluation is intended to take place concomitant with the finalization of the updated State of the Baltic Sea re...
	- requested the Secretariat to draft the text further, considering the comments from the Meeting by 12 March 2018. The HOLAS II Core Team will review the draft by 23 April 2018, aiming for approval of the report content at State& Conservation 8-2018. ...
	- agreed to base the evaluation of status of fish stocks on the average information for years 2011-2016 in the updated version of the State of the Baltic Sea report, following the approach agreed on for the first version, to provide results which are ...
	- noted that in relation to the assessed stocks both methodologies, the Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) and the Precautionary Approach (PA) and related MSY proxies, are included in the overview but only MSY stocks (ICES category 1 and 2) are included ...
	- noted the comment by Poland that the two methods have different confidence levels and concluded that this should to be reflected when the results are presented together (as in table 4.6.1) [of document 7-2].
	- recommended the Secretariat to look into the possibility to additionally include ICES assessment results for salmon, sea trout and eel, in relation to the assessment of status of commercial fish stocks.
	- agreed to include trend information for additional stocks.
	- noted how bird hunting is presented in the first version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report and the need to provide more coherent quantitative information among countries (document 7-3). The Meeting welcomed that data on bird hunting for 2011-2...
	- recommended that the figures in the table to present bird hunting statistics is rounded up in coherent way for the whole table data are to be provided.
	- considered the proposed changes to the section on assessment of underwater sound in the ‘State of the Baltic Sea report, June 2017’ which address the comments to the current version provided by Estonia, Germany and Poland (document 7-4).
	- provided the following comments in relation to the revisions proposed by the EN-Noise to further improve the section on assessment of underwater sound:
	 Revise the text to make it more informative regarding the interpretation of the results,
	 Figure 4.4.1. Soundscape maps in the Baltic Sea: include information in the text to relate to the proposed maps (e.g. if maps of both data for 5 and 50 percentile levels are included, add motivation and interpretation). Look into how the visual appe...
	 Table on impulsive events as reported to the regional registry: further data are envisaged from Poland and Sweden. Include in the text that there remains differences in reporting of envents between Contracting Parties. E.g. the value 0 has different...
	 Figure 4.4.2. Auditory range of some marine species present in the Baltic Sea and sound frequencies generated by human activities: the figure is appropriate for use in the updated report,
	 Figure 4.4.3. Example of how spatial information of the noise distribution in the Baltic Sea can be overlaid with noise sensitive areas derived from biological data on noise sensitive species so far identified: to substitute ‘noise distribution’ by ...
	- welcomed the three reports on marine litter developed in the frame of Theme 2 of the SPICE project with the support and guidance of the HELCOM Expert Network on Marine Litter (document 7-5 and Presentation 10) and noted that the results of the Theme...
	- considered how these results could be used in the update of ‘State of the Baltic Sea report, June 2017’ in view of the proposals contained in the document and provided the following comments in relation to the revisions proposed to further improved ...
	 Beach litter:
	i. When revising the section, aim at providing general messages based on SPICE project results and, if necessary, supporting graphs,
	ii. Selected data and averages can be shown but concepts currently being worked on at the EU level should be avoided (e.g. baselines),
	iii. Reference in the text to indicate that it is an on-going process, highlighting that data are available on national level but that methodological differences etc. makes it currently unsuitable which are not to be used for regional assessment purpo...
	iv. Include conclusions from the identification of top litter items at sub-regional level together with a graph showing these top litter items,
	v. Include reference in the text on conclusions on the differences of top litter items found depending on the type of beach,
	vi. If feasible present gradients between different beach types and highlight that the input source (e.g. sea or sea and land) differ between different beach types,
	vii. Substitute current Figure 4.3.2 on Proportions of litter items in the eight regionally agreed litter categories, by four figures showing the information by type of beach,
	viii. Improve color visualization.
	 Microlitter: amend the text to show that microliter is a problem in the Baltic Sea and in general update the text to be more specific for the Baltic Sea, including reference to the on-going process of methodological harmonization, as well as peer re...
	- agreed that the Secretariat will provide a draft revised text of the marine litter section in update of ‘State of the Baltic Sea report, June 2017’ by 12 December 2017 to the HELCOM EN-Marine Litter and State & Conservation contacts for technical ev...

	Any other business
	HOD 53-2017
	HELCOM 39 Agenda and Ministerial Meeting Programme
	Update of BSAP
	- considered the proposal for the update of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (document 2-5).
	Nutrient Recycling Strategy
	BONUS
	- further recognised the relevance of BONUS results [(document 2-2)], such as on the importance of including genetic diversity in biodiversity management and on assessing effects of different scenarios of climate change to nutrient loads and suggested...
	Implementation of HELCOM Agreements
	- took note that Russia needs some additional time to clarify their study reservation on the document [“HELCOM Input to the process of establishing environmental targets for underwater noise”] and will inform on their national position by 31 January 2...
	Outcomes of working group meetings
	- took note of matters raised within recent meetings of the subsidiary bodies (documents 3-14 and 3-15) as introduced by the Executive Secretary: planning of the HELCOM indicator work beyond the HOLAS II project has started within STATE&CONSERVATION a...
	- regretted that no progress has been achieved on the draft Recommendation on biotopes, habitats and biotope complexes and noted that all Contracting Parties with the exception of Denmark can endorse the Recommendation as it stands. Denmark informed t...
	- took note of the view brought forward by Denmark that it would be preferable if all the core indicators reports were submitted to HODs for approval; agreed that, as these reports are technical and scientific in nature, and to avoid replicating work ...
	- considered the substantial proposals emerging from recent meetings of the subsidiary bodies (c.f. requests for agreement or approval listed in documents 3-14 and 3-15) and:
	 agreed to renew the Secretariat mandate to submit a proposal for a new MPA project relating to tools, management and updating the HELCOM MPA guidelines, for external funding.
	 agreed on HELCOM engagement in a joint project application on updating regional response manuals on chemical spills (for HELCOM: Response Manual volume II) to the DG ECHO together with, Mediterranean (REMPEC), North Sea (BONN) as well as possibly al...
	 approved the prolongation of the mandate of the RESPONSE Expert Working Group on Oiled Wildlife Response (EWG OWR) until end of 2018.
	 approved the updated ToRs of CG Aquaculture as included in Annex 3.
	 approved HELCOM GREEN TEAM Work Plan for 2018-2019 as included in Annex 4.
	 approved the organization of the next meetings of the working groups and workshops as listed in document 3-14.
	FISH
	- recalled the initiative to develop an inventory of data needs, and steps to fill the identified data gaps, of HELCOM indicators ‘Number of drowned mammals and water birds in fishing gear’ and ‘Cumulative impact on benthic biotopes’ (cf. document 5-3...
	- noted the work planned for the Correspondence Group to develop a HELCOM road map on fisheries data for operationalizing the two indicators established by the FISH 7-2017 (Annex 1 of document 3-14, and c.f. FISH 7-2017 Outcome, paragraphs 5.14-5.18),...
	- supported the lead country (Poland) approach to give priority to finalizing HELCOM inventory on data needs and thus provide guidance in developing the roadmap as indicated in the ToR of the Correspondence Group.
	- expressed the wish to follow this process closely, thanked Poland for the work so far and invited Poland to report to HOD 54-2018 on finalisation of the inventory of data needs.
	- requested Denmark to inform of the dates of the HELCOM FISH CG workshop and prepare an invitation letter as soon as convenient and requested that, based on the invitation by Denmark, the Secretariat prepares and circulates the invitation and Provisi...
	- noted that the workshop [Regional Workshop on Eel and the Baltic Sea (FISH-M 5-2017) organized by HELCOM in cooperation with the Convention on Migratory Species and Sargasso Sea Commission (document 3-17)] called for urgent implementation of HELCOM ...
	- noted that action needs to be taken on eel and expressed support that the HELCOM Secretariat follows up the initiative discussed in the workshop to prepare a regional project on eel with links to the implementation, and foreseen update of, the Balti...
	HELCOM Recommendations
	- endorsed the following draft revised HELCOM Recommendations and agreed that they are forwarded to HELCOM 39-2018 for adoption, including draft revised Recommendations 34E/2, 19/10 and 10/11 pending the clarification of a Danish study reservation by ...
	 HELCOM Recommendation 34E/2 “Further testing and developing the concept of pro-active route planning as well as other e-navigation solutions to enhance safety of navigation and protection of the marine environment in the Baltic Sea Region” (document...
	 HELCOM Recommendation 19/10 “Application by the Baltic Sea States of guidelines for holding tanks/oily water separating or filtering equipment for ships of less than 400 tons gross tonnage” (document 3-1, Attachment 2);
	 HELCOM Recommendation 10/11 “International co-operation on liability for damage resulting from vessel-based pollution” (document 3-1, Attachment 3).
	 HELCOM Recommendation 36/3 “Marine pollution incident reporting and requests for assistance between Contracting Parties in the Baltic Sea area” (document 3-1, Attachment 4)
	 HELCOM Recommendation 15/1‘Protection of the coastal strip’, (document 3-2, Attachment 1);
	 HELCOM Recommendation 19/3 on ‘The Manual for the Marine Monitoring in the Combine Programme of HELCOM’ (document 3-2, Attachment 2);
	 HELCOM Recommendation 24/10 ‘Implementation of Integrated Marine and Coastal Management of Human Activities in the Baltic Sea Area’ (document 3-2, Attachment 3).
	- agreed to delete from the list of valid HELCOM Recommendations:
	 HELCOM Recommendation 2/2 “Recommendation on the Acceptance by the Baltic Sea States of International Instruments on Maritime Safety, Pollution Prevention and Related Matters”;
	 HELCOM Recommendation 21/2 “Amendments to Annex IV "Prevention of pollution from ships" of the 1992 Helsinki Convention”;
	 HELCOM Recommendation 22E/5 “Amendments to Annex IV "Prevention of pollution from ships" to the Helsinki Convention”;
	 HELCOM Recommendation 24/8 “Amendments to Annex IV “Prevention of pollution from ships” to the Helsinki Convention, concerning discharge of sewage”.
	- welcomed and agreed to the call [by the IMO Secretariat] to become a strategic partner to GEF/UNDP/ IMO Glofouling and to support the initiative based on the ongoing Interreg project COMPLETE and other available resources and material including the ...
	- welcomed and approved the final draft of the HELCOM Maritime Assessment (document 3-12) together with the technical comments to the HELCOM Maritime Assessment provided by Germany (Document 3-21).
	- approved publishing of the Baltic Sea Clean Shipping Guide - revised 2017 edition (document 3-7).
	Pressure
	- discussed the principles of reallocation of extra reduction to evaluate the progress towards national reduction targets (document 3-8).
	- took note of the position by Denmark that political commitments of Contracting Parties to CART stem from the Ministerial Declaration 2013, however, Denmark understands the reason to focus on MAI in the longer term in order to achieve GES. Denmark ca...
	- took note that Germany is not in the position to agree on the use of the reallocation of the extra reduction in the assessment unless all principles are agreed.
	- took note of the suggestion by Germany regarding a compromise version for the text of the principle 8 and invited Germany and Denmark to consider and agree on the principle 8 in the format of intersessional consultations and continue discussion at H...
	- pointed out that the methodology of reallocation of extra reduction has been already agreed by HOD 49-2016 and that the only disagreement on principle 8 is still preventing its application for the assessment results. The Meeting also took note that ...
	- highlighted that the assessment of progress towards national nutrient input targets is to be performed in suitable intervals and, if possible, synchronised with the needs of WFD and MSFD.
	- discussed the two options for policy messages on assessment of progress towards national nutrient input targets (document 3-9) taking into account the considerations on reallocation of extra reduction.
	- decided to continue discussion on the policy messages at HELCOM 39-2018 with an intention to agree on the assessment results.
	- considered the final draft document on sources and pathways of nutrient inputs (source apportionment) as one of the PLC-6 products (document 3-10). The Meeting pointed out that PLC assessment products are of high demand in the region and reminded th...
	- approved the draft document on sources and pathways of nutrient inputs (source apportionment) and agreed on its publication.
	- considered the draft assessment of nutrient input by seven biggest rivers (document 3-11-rev) as one of the PLC-6 products. The Meeting took note that this is a new PLC product and decided that the product should be further elaborated by the PLC-6 g...
	- agreed that written comments on the draft assessment of nutrient input by seven biggest rivers can be provided by countries to the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi ) by 31 January 2018. The updated product based on the comments will be...
	Agri
	- discussed the suggested scope of the revision part 2 of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention (document 3-4) and agreed on the revised scope (Annex 5) with the following0F :
	- to consider integration of a new paragraph on nutrient recycling to the Annex in line with corresponding decision of the Ministerial Declaration.
	- to take into account of the concern expressed by Denmark regarding potential consequences of adding of the glossary to the Annex for the whole text of the Convention. In this respect, the Meeting suggested establish the Glossary of terms and decide ...
	- discussed a suitable timetable for the future review and revision work and decided that the work is to be started in spring 2018 and requested the Agri group to provide a suggestion regarding time frame to HOD 54-2018.
	State and conservation
	- considered and approved the plan for the update of the first version of the “State of the Baltic Sea” report (document 3-16).
	- considered the suggested strategy and timetable to review the HELCOM Red List of Species (document 3-13).
	- invited the State and Conservation Working Group, together with the Secretariat, to further plan Red List assessment work and present a revised proposal for a strategy the Heads of Delegation.
	- took note that Denmark does not see a need for updating the Red List as Denmark does not see a need for expanding the list.
	- approved the proposal for continuation of FISH-PRO II project (document 3-6).
	- took note of the proposal for a HELCOM project to develop a workspace for the evaluation of HELCOM hazardous substances indicators and integrated assessment (document 3-19). The Meeting agreed on a tacit approval procedure for the project proposal w...

	HELCOM institutional and organisational matters
	- took note of the information on the approval by the Heads of Delegation of the recommendation by the recruitment panel (established based on HOD 51-2016, para 7.6) and appointment of Mr. Markus Helavuori for the post of HELCOM Professional Secretary...
	Any other business
	- took note of the proposal for a joint HELCOM-BONUS stakeholder conference in 2018 (document 5-4) and supported the organization of the joint conference (c.f. further discussion on BONUS under Agenda Item 2).
	- took note of Finland’s recently adopted Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (document 5-3) which defines six focus areas and is now being implemented.
	- took note of the information by Russia about the XIX International Environmental Forum “Baltic Sea Day” planned to take place in St. Petersburg on 22-23 March 2018 (document 5-8). The event will be organised in memory of Mr. Leonid Korovin, a long-t...
	- took note of the WWF initial assessment of the country-wise implementation of a set of key actions within segment Biodiversity and Maritime Activities of the BSAP (early draft of the WWF Baltic Scorecard report) (document 5-7).
	- took note that WWF highlighted the need to keep the BSAP Explorer up to date as this is a key tool to enable transparency to implementation of national commitments, informed that work with the scorecard will continue and will be presented at the HEL...

	Next meeting(s)
	STATE & CONSERVATION 7E-2018
	Regional Workshop to Facilitate the Description of Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas in the Baltic Sea
	HELCOM 39-2018

	2018 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting
	- took note of the Provisional Programme and Annotated Agenda for the 2018 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting (document 2-3). The meeting noted that the Ministerial debate will focus on two questions and that participants that wish to do so can address the De...
	- took note of the invitation by WWF and CCB to a joint side event at the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting (document 2-5-Rev.1) and welcomed all HELCOM Contracting Parties and Observers to attend the event.
	- took note of the HELCOM report “Implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 2018 – three years left to reach good environmental status” (document 2-1) and noted that it has been submitted as a background document to the Ministerial Meeting. The mee...
	- discussed the draft Brussels Ministerial Declaration (document 2-7), elaborated on open issues in paragraphs 6, 8, 15, 16, 17, 31, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 46, 52, 54, 55 and 59, finalized the Declaration as included in document 2-7 Rev.1, and agreed...
	- considered the proposal for the update of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (document 2-6) and adopted the proposal as contained in document 2-6 Rev.1. The meeting noted that the establishment of the BSAP Task Force was hereby agreed and that its Te...
	- considered the contribution provided by OSPAR to the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2018 as presented by Ms. Laura Piriz, Chair of the OSPAR Commission, and Ms. Susanna Salvador, Executive Secretary of OSPAR Commission (document 2-2, Presentation 1) and...
	- welcomed the presentation by the OSPAR Commission and highlighted in particular the cooperation in the implementation of the UN Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development. The Meeting further pointed out the collection of fisheries data from ICES and a...
	- took note of the information from Germany on the enhanced national focus on cooperation between RSCs, including a three-year project on the development of a platform for exchange of information.
	- considered and endorsed the updated content of the current Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach (document 2-4).
	- took note of the proposal by Finland to add for each activity a reference to the decision for the activity, to include accomplished activities in the annual HELCOM report but not necessarily in the Roadmap, and to check the list of SDGs and agree on...
	- took note that a major update of the Roadmap will be made to include perspectives beyond 2021, based on the outcome of the Brussels Ministerial Meeting, and that a renewed Roadmap is to be presented at HELCOM HOD 54-2018.

	Matters arising from the subsidiary bodies
	- took note that Russia is prepared to approve of the document [HELCOM input to the process of establishing environmental targets for underwater noise (document 3-5)] with some further revisions which will be forwarded to the Secretariat and concluded...
	HELCOM Recommendations
	- adopted the revised HELCOM Recommendations 34E/2 (Annex 2), 19/10 (Annex 3), 10/11 (Annex 4), 36/3 (Annex 5), 15/1 (Annex 6), and 19/3 (Annex 7) (document 3-1).
	- took note that Poland could not agree on the revised Recommendation 24/10 ‘Implementation of integrated Marine and Coastal Management of Human Activities in the Baltic Sea Area’ and invited Poland to clarify the reservation at the next meeting of th...
	- decided to withdraw HELCOM Recommendations 2/2, 4/1, 21/1, 21/2, 22E/5, 24/8, 28E/4 and 34E/3 from the list of valid Recommendations (document 3-2).
	- took note and regretted that no further progress has been made to reach an agreement on the draft Recommendation on conservation of Baltic Sea underwater biotopes, habitats and biotope complexes and that the matter will be considered at STATE & CONS...
	Nutrient reduction targets
	- considered the policy message on progress towards nutrient reduction targets (document 3-3).
	- took note of the information by Germany and Denmark that no solution has been found regarding the formulation of principle 8 of the methodology to reallocate extra nutrient reduction between neighboring sub-basins. The principle 8 states that based ...
	- recalled that, based on the 2013 HELCOM Copenhagen Declaration, the re-allocation of extra nutrient reduction is an opportunity and not an obligation and that is it up to the countries if they wish to apply re-allocation. The Meeting agreed that fur...
	- agreed to publish the policy message with no re-allocation included and decided that the discussion on principles for re-allocation of extra nutrient reduction will continue in the Pressure Working Group with the aim to resolve the principles during...
	HOLAS II
	- took note of the HOLAS II regional consultation summary (document 3-4). The Meeting acknowledged that the consultation had provided valuable proposals to the report and how it can be improved in the future.
	Indicators
	- adopted the revised secondary threshold value for PBDEs in sediments (document 3-6).
	- took note of the view of Russia to take into account the Stockholm Convention on POPs in further work to establish thresholds for persistent organic pollutants.
	- adopted the proposed Zooplankton MSTS indicator threshold for the Gdansk Basin, as an additional sub-basin included in the indicator report and final State of the Baltic Sea report (document 3-7).
	- took note that a German project is elaborating threshold values for the MSTS indicator and would appreciate the possibility to, together with Poland, bilaterally ensure consistency across adjacent sub-basins.
	- took note of the outcome of the CBD Regional Workshop to Facilitate the Description of Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas (EBSAs) in the Baltic Sea, held on 20-24 February 2018 in Helsinki, Finland, as presented by Ms. Penina Blan...
	Other issues

	- took note of the information on the planned HELCOM-BONUS conference “Joint BONUS-HELCOM Conference on Research and Innovation for Sustainability” to take place on 6 November 2018, Copenhagen, and recalled the intersessional decision by the HODs appr...
	Activities of the Commission during 2017 and contributions to the work of the Helsinki Commission
	- took note of the statement by Ms. Monika Stankiewicz, Executive Secretary of HELCOM, on the work of the Secretariat, including her comments and evaluation of the work of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies during 2017 (Annex 8).
	- Having regard to Rule 11.4 of the Rules of Procedure of the Helsinki Commission, the Meeting agreed that the report “Implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 2018 – Three years left to reach good environmental status “ (c.f. document 2-1) will s...
	- took note of the Civil Society Declaration on Ecosystem Health of the Baltic Sea submitted by CCB (document 4-1) which reflects position of the BSR grass-root environmental NGOs on the state-of-play with implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan ...
	- took note of the WWF Baltic Sea Action Plan Scorecard 2018 (document 4-2) that assesses the progress by the nine Baltic Sea coastal countries against the Baltic Sea Action Plan commitments.
	- welcomed the documents from CCB and WWF and expressed appreciation for their contribution to assessing and scrutinizing HELCOM work and took note that they will be made available to the participants of the Ministerial Meeting.

	Accounts 2016–2017, budget 2018–2019 and other institutional and organisational matters of the Commission
	- took note of the information provided by the Executive Secretary that, following an open and competitive recruitment procedure and the approval by the Heads of Delegation, Mr Dominik Littfass, Germany, has been appointed to the post of HELCOM Commun...
	- took note of the draft priorities of the Finnish HELCOM Chairmanship 2018-2020 (document 5-4) including the focus on leading the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan, development of a follow-up system for the reduction of nutrient inputs, formulatin...

	Any other business
	- took note of the UNEP Regional Seas Report and Studies No. 204 “Ocean Policies and Institutional Arrangements for Cross-sectoral Cooperation - Case studies for achieving Sustainable Development Goals”, including the case study prepared by the HELCOM...
	- took note of the information by Denmark on errors revealed in measurements of concentrations of nitrogen and phosphorus in Danish waters. Aarhus University and the Ministry of Environment and Food are currently evaluating the magnitude of the errone...
	- took note of the statement by the European Union on financing and legislation as included in Annex 9.
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